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To protect and uphold digital rights at the local and 
global level



The Cities Coalition for Digital Rights is a network of cities 
helping each other in the greenfield of digital policy-making.

The Coalition is committed to:

● Promote and defend digital rights in urban contexts through city action
● Resolve common digital challenges
● Work towards legal, ethical and operational frameworks to advance human rights in 

digital environments.



Why Cities?

Managing 
public space 

Protecting 
vulnerable communities

Being an agile 
testbed for new policies

Enacting 
legislation

Coalition building among 
other cities in international 

platforms

Cities have 
authority & 
power in…

Making demands through 
purchasing power

Cities are the closest democratic 
institutions to communities 
and are dealing with growing consequences 
when it comes to digital rights violations



Who are we? 
Amman – Athens – Austin – Berlin – Bordeaux Metropole – Bratislava – 
Cary – Chicago, IL –  Cluj-Napoca – Dublin – Grenoble – Helsinki – Kansas 
City, MO – La Coruña – London – Longbeach – Los Angeles, CA – Lyon – 
Milano – Moscow – Munich – Philadelphia, PA –  Portland, OR – Porto – 
Rome – San Antonio – Sao Paulo – Singapore – Sydney – Tirana – Torino – 
Toronto – Vienna – Zaragoza 



Joint Principles
Universal and equal access to the internet, and digital literacy

Privacy, data protection and security

Transparency, accountability, & non-discrimination of data, content and 
algorithms

Participatory Democracy, diversity and inclusion

Open and ethical digital service standards
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The Data Sharing Working Group 
Identifying issues and looking for “Best Practices” for protecting 
digital rights in data sharing projects

The Working Group is working on:

● Concept Note identifying / outlining the principal digital rights issues relating to data 
sharing platforms and projects

● Case studies on data sharing projects, challenges and lessons learnt 
● Working towards best practices and recommendations for ensuring protection of digital 

rights in data sharing projects.



Privacy: citizen control - purpose limitations, conservation, dissemination

Inclusiveness and bias

Transparency, accountability- citizen participation in project design

Fiduciary role of the city - data manager, guardian, laboratory, balance 

Free riding - private sector
 
Non-discrimination of data and algorithms
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Some Identified Issues



● Zaragoza - Daniel Sarasa [Urban Innovation Planner at Zaragoza City Hall]  - TOPIC: Periscopio / Urban labs - connecting data 
and citizens (and public spaces)

● San Antonio - Emily B. Royall, Smart City Coordinator at the city of San Antonio - TOPIC: Leveraging Data for Equity
● Helsinki - Johanna Pasilkar, Senior Project Manager, IT - TOPIC: MYDATA - How to make sure the consent is given voluntarily 

and with a good understanding, all data users adhere to common ethics. How to make all the definitions understandable & the 
purpose and scope of definitions wide and exact enough to satisfy legal needs and practical desires.

● Amsterdam - Ron Van der Lans, Senior Program Manager Amsterdam City  - TOPIC: Sharing data from and with the private 
sector

● Toronto - Hamish Goodwin, Management Consultant, Smart City - TOPIC: Evaluating digital technology proposals: putting a 
policy framework into practice  

● Rennes - Ben Lister, Open Data Project Manager at City of Rennes & Rennes Métropole - TOPIC: RUDI - Organising local 
data governance through a multi-partner data-sharing portal

● Portland  - Héctor Dominguez, Open data coordinator at the city of Portland - TOPIC: Racial Justice as a core value to 
regulating emergent technology

● Long Beach - Ryan Kurtzman, - Smart Cities Program Manager City of Long Beach - TOPIC: Smart Long Beach - participatory 
by design

● Barcelona - Marc Pérez-Battle, Innovation Manager, Knowledge Society Office - Municipal Institute of Information Technology, 
Barcelona City Council - - TOPIC: Barcelona’s data projects - DECODE / Open data 

Round Table  - Cities Cases 
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∙ Citizen data as a public 
asset

∙ Value for the common 
good

∙ Citizens as data 
custodians

∙ Protection of privacy

∙ Transparency and 

accountability 

The Citizen Data Principles, by Eurocities

∙ Data and knowledge 
sharing and governance

∙ Interoperability

∙ Quality

∙ Ethical and social 
responsibility

∙ City Halls as connectors 
& the role of urban labs



Differential 
privacy



“The Commons” is on the other 
side of the data divide



● problem ● data

● co-creation
● solution

● ideas 



The periscope 

at eTOPIA
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● Zaragoza - Daniel Sarasa [Urban Innovation Planner at Zaragoza City Hall]  - TOPIC: Periscopio / Urban labs - connecting data 
and citizens (and public spaces)

● San Antonio - Emily B. Royall, Smart City Coordinator at the city of San Antonio - TOPIC: "Leveraging Data for Equity”
● Helsinki - Johanna Pasilkar, Senior Project Manager, IT - TOPIC: MYDATA - How to make sure the consent is given voluntarily 

and with a good understanding, all data users adhere to common ethics. How to make all the definitions understandable & the 
purpose and scope of definitions wide and exact enough to satisfy legal needs and practical desires.

● Amsterdam - Ron Van der Lans, Senior Program Manager Amsterdam City  - TOPIC: TBC [Sharing data from and with the 
private sector]

● Toronto - Hamish Goodwin, Management Consultant, Smart City - TOPIC: Evaluating digital technology proposals: putting a 
policy framework into practice  

● Rennes - Ben Lister, Open Data Project Manager at City of Rennes & Rennes Métropole - TOPIC: RUDI - Organising local 
data governance through a multi-partner data-sharing portal

● Portland  - Héctor Dominguez, Open data coordinator at the city of Portland - TOPIC: Racial Justice as a core value to 
regulating emergent technology

● Long Beach - Ryan Kurtzman, - Smart Cities Program Manager City of Long Beach - TOPIC: Smart Long Beach - participatory 
by design

● Barcelona - Marc Pérez-Battle, Innovation Manager, Knowledge Society Office - Municipal Institute of Information Technology, 
Barcelona City Council - TOPIC: Barcelona’s data projects - DECODE / Open data 

Round Table  - Cities Cases 



THANK YOU!
Let’s keep in touch:
endorse@citiesfordigitalrights.org


